Washington Camp In Pawling

Will Create a more Complete design

update including the

‘The aftermath of the failed Franco-American
attack on Newport.

‘The establishment of the Culper Spy Ring
under Washington's direction.

‘British troop movements and Washington's
strategic responses.

‘The socio-economic challenges faced by
the Continental Army and local residents.
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Area 1

Washington and the Kane House:
A Quiet Yet Crucial Chapter

From September 20 to November 28, 1778, George Washington, his generals, and an
army of 13,000 soldiers encamped in and around Fredericksburg, with the John Kane

House serving as GW’s headquarters.

While the location was remote and the period lacked dramatic military or political events, it
was a time of significant behind-the-scenes activity. GW focused on strengthening discipline,

planning future operations, and managing mtelligence efforts critical to the war effort.

The fall of 1778 may not stand out as a pivotal moment in the Revolution, but it
underscores the importance of preparation, strategic leadership, and quiet

determination in sustaining the fight for independence.
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What were GW ‘s major issues while at the Kane House?

OR Code for audio for visually impaired
or
additional info (video, polls,etc....)
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Area 2

Franco-American Relations:
A Crucial Alliance Strengthened Through Letters

GW understood the importance of clear and timely
communication in sustaining the fragile alliance between the
United States and France. Despite never meeting in person,
Washington and French Vice Admiral Charles Henri
d’Estaing engaged in a remarkable exchange of
correspondence between September 17 and October 31,
1778.

This period of intense letter-writng followed a turbulent
summer, marked by military setbacks at New York and
Newport, Rhode Island, and further strained by a tragic riot
in Boston that claimed the life of one of d’Estaing’s junior
ofticers. These challenges threatened to undermine the
fledgling Franco-American alliance, only months old.

GW wrote to d'Lstaing seventeen times during these six
weeks, while d’Estaing responded twelve times. Their letters
were filled with naval intelhigence, strategic discussions, and
expressions of mutual respect. By carefully emphasizing
shared goals and suppressing any [rustrations, Washington
and d’Estaing helped mend the alliance at a eritical moment.

T'his diplomatic success reinforced the bonds
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between the two nations, ensuring that the
partnership endured and grew stronger during
the American Revolution.

American/French Flags

Vice Admiral Charles Henri d’Estaing
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Area 3

The British in New York City:
Struggling to Sustain an Occupation

In the fall of 1778, reports reached GW suggesting the British might evacuate New York City
due to critical supply shortages. Sustaining a prolonged campaign thousands of miles from

home stramed Briash resources and logistics.

Through the ellorts ol the recently established Culper Ring, GW’s intelligence network
uncovered news ol a substantial shipment of supplies to the city, seemingly enough to sustain
the British forces for six months. However, corruption and mismanagement within British
ranks took their toll. Graft, theft, and swindling reduced the usable provisions to just three

months, leaving the British occupation vulnerable.

This intelligence not only highlighted the challenges faced by the British but
also underscored the vital role ol espionage in the American struggle

for mdependence.

Sampling of warehouse stock the British would have stored in New York




The Creation of the Culper Spy Network:
A Web of Secrecy and Strategy

While at the Kane House, GW authorized the formation
ol the Culper Spy Network, a sophisticated and secretive
mtelligence operation designed to gather information on
British activities in New York City and its surroundings.
With the British army entrenched in the city, accurate

mtelligence was essential for American military strategy.

The network’s members—ordinary men and women who
risked their hives—used coded messages, invisible ink, and
mtricate signals to relay information. Central figures like
Abraham Woodhull (alias Samuel Culper Sr.) and
Robert Townsend (alias Samuel Culper Jr.) worked in
close coordination, while Washington himsell oversaw

their efforts from afar.

Operating under constant threat of discovery, the Culper
Ring provided GW with critical insights into enemy plans
and movements, enabling the Continental Army to
respond effectively. Their courage and

ingenuity played a pivotal role in shaping

the course of the Revolutionary War.
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Area 4

Looping Video
of Culper Ring
Information

Cipher and coding systems examples
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Area 6

VR Tour of Headquarters

Recorded VR Film touring the
headquarters



Washington Camp In Pawling

VR recreation of space as imagined
during Washington visit




The Fredericksburg Encampment:
Strengthening the Army in Challenging Times

GW and the Continental Army established an
encampment just four miles south of this location, in what
is now Patterson, New York. The site was strategically
chosen for its proximity to Brinsh-held New York City and
its defensibility,

With the pace of military operations slowing, Washington
turned his focus to a cructal mission: maintaining morale
and discipline among his troops. Despite supply shortages
and the impending winter, he implemented siriet
regulations to prevent desertion and preserve order.
Simultaneously, Washington fostered unity and resilience
by encouraging recreational activities and religious
observances.

A notable moment of celebration occurred on October
17, when Washington invited all ofhicers and local
"Gentlemen of the Town" to Purgatory Hill to celebrate
the first annmiversary of the pivotal American victory at
Saratoga.

Through his steadfast leadership,
Washington ensured the Continental
Army remained cohesive and prepared
for the challenges to come in the quest
for independence.

Cannonball from area

Area 7

Lifesize bust of Washington
set at his actual height
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